
HEALTH OFFICER ORDER NO. 1 

COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 

RESTRICTION ON VISITORS TO HOSPITALS AND CERTAIN LICENSED 

RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES 

PLEASE READ THIS ORDER CAREFULLY. VIOLATION OF OR FAILURE TO COMPLY 

WITH THIS ORDER IS A MISDEMEANOR PUNISHABLE BY FINE, IMPRISONMENT, 

OR BOTH. (HEALTH & SAF. CODE§ 120295.) 

On March 4, 2020, the Governor of the State of California proclaimed a state of 

emergency due to the spread of the COVID-19 novel coronavirus within the state. 

Thereafter, on March 13, 2020, the President issued a Proclamation on Declaring a 

National Emergency Concerning the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 

Outbreak, and the County Emergency Services Director and County Health Officer 

issued a proclamation of local emergency and a local health emergency, respectively, 

both in response to the COVID-19 pandemic that has reached our community. 

Visitors to hospitals and licensed residential facilities present a risk of spread of 

COVID-19 to the most vulnerable members of our community within those facilities. 

In light of this risk, the San Luis Obispo County Health Officer has determined that it 

is in the best interests of the health and welfare of patients within community 

hospitals and residents within local residential care facilities to restrict visitors and 

non-essential personnel (as defined in Section 7, below) from these facilities in order 

to prevent the spread of COVID-19 within the facilities. 

ACCORDINGLY, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CODE SECTIONS 101040 AND 120175, THE HEALTH OFFICER FOR THE COUNTY OF 

SAN LUIS OBISPO (THE "HEALTH OFFICER"} ORDERS: 

1. Effective as of the date of this Order, the staff of each hospital and the staff of the

types of licensed residential facilities listed in Section 11 below (each defined as a

"Residential Facility") shall exclude from entry or access to its Premises any

Visitors and Non-Essential Personnel including, but not limited to, Visitors of

residents at the Hospital or Residential Facility. Such Visitors and Non-Essential

Personnel, including but not limited to family members of residents and

authorized decision-makers, are hereby ordered not to visit any Hospital or

Residential Facility except as permitted by this Order. This visitation restriction

has a limited exception described in Section 6 below.
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