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“What We Do”

The County Department of Agriculture/Measurement Standards is leading the way to a better tomorrow through
numerous programs and services designed to protect the public’s health and safety and the environment, pro-
mote agriculture, and ensure the integrity of the marketplace. Following is a description of the department’s

activities:

Environmental Protection

The Environmental Protection division conducts a compre-
hensive program in pesticide use enforcement and hazard-
ous materials control which protects workers, the public's
health and safety, and the environment, This is achieved by
permitting and maonitoring the use of pesticides; collecting
and reviewing pesticide use data; investigating pesticide
misuse, enforcing laws and responding to pesticide acci-
dents; educating and assisting agriculturists and homeown-
ers about pesticide use; and promoting the importance of
food safety. In addition, the County Agriculture Commis-
sioner 15 the primary regulator of pesticides used by state
and federal agencies and conducts a county-wide agricul-
tural hazardous materials inventory. This information i1s
then made available to the public upon request.

Pest Prevention
The Pest Prevention program is 7 e
mandated by the California Food
and Agriculture Code to prevent the
introduction and spread of pests in
San Luis Obispo County. We operate the pest exclusion,
pest detection, and pest eradicatioh programs to protect
agriculture, cities, suburbs and native habitat from pests
foreign to Califormia, We also regulate county beekeepers to
provide a safe distance between apiaries and the public.

Pest Management

The purpose of the Pest Management program is to protect
the environment, agriculture and the public from rodents,
weeds, insect pests and diseases. An integrated pest
management approach is followed to reduce risk and the
dependency on traditional pesticides. Community outreach
4 and coordination 15 conducted
= to educate those who control
pest prablems.

Product Quality

Our Product Quality programs assure the consumer that
agricultural products are properly inspected for compliance
with applicable rules, and that agricultural business is
afforded a fair and equitable opportunity to market their
products. We conduct quality control inspections of Farm
er's Markets, nurseries, organic farms, eggs producers, and
seed distributors.

Agricultural Resources

The county's rich agricultural resources are protected
through a variety of activities in the Agricultural Resources
program including: Statistics and Mapping which produces
an annual County Crop Report and which maps agricultural
lands using a geographic information system (GIS); Land
Use Planning which works to reduce conflicts between
farmers and neighbors, provides techmical agricultural
information to boards, councils and committees, and
protects agricultural lands for the future; Emergency
Preparedness planning which protects the public by
monitoring harvestable crops during a Diablo Canyon
Power Plant emergency and assists agriculture during
periods of natural disaster; and Resource Protection which
assists agricultural compliance in water gquality and air
pollution programs, monitors organic waste disposal
programs that affect agriculture, and helps agriculture with
soil health issues.

Weights and Measures

The Weights and Measures program provides price compari-
sans for the consumer and assures fairness for the mer-
chant when products, such as groceries and gasoline, are
sold by weight, measure, count or time. Both the buyer and
seller are protected when Weights and Measures inspectors
test store scales, checkout scanners, packages, taxi meters,

gasoline pumps, etc.

Fage 6.
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Sustainable Agriculture
and Integrated Pest Management

Promotion of sustainable
agricultural practices and
pesticide alternatives are ways
the Agriculture Department encour-
ages the reduction of pesticide use.
During 1997, we worked with land

managers ta find alternative ways 1o
control invasive weeds by demonstrat-
ing timed livestock grazing to reduce
weed populations, applying mulch
cover layers in ranch settings, and by
participating in hand removal of
“pioneer plants" on roadsides. In
addition, we offered Yeilow
Starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis}
tailgate talks to interested groups
and neighborhood residents where
we presdnted nonchemical control
Options.

We also held a mini-conference to encourage the control of
Giant Reed (Arundo donax) in our waterways. We are also in
the process of helping San Luis Obispo County employees
implement non-pesticide based control methods for pests
within county buildings.

Biological Control continues to be an important part of
what we do. We have distributed over 15,000 hand collect-
&d biological control insects and have monitored their
progress and mavement. This year we introduced a new
highly effective control insect, a Gall Fly, for Yellow
Starthistle. The fly's larva has proven to be highly effective
in feeding on the Starthistle seed, We also completed a
three year research project on fly larva control agent for
Artichoke Thistle. We recently received permits to locate
this fly larva to ather areas infested with this invasive weed.

1997 Annuoal Repoct
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Departmental Goals For 1998

* |mprove farm worker educational programs about pesticide safety. The
department will conduct educational programs in Spanish and English for
farm workers and establish telephone lines in Spanish and English to
handle farm worker inquiries, complaints and provide information,

* Streamline hazardous materials praograms to simplify the application for
agricultural operations,

¢ Work closely with school district personnel to reduce pesticide use in county
schools, and teach school maintenance staff about integrated pest management methods.

* Implement a computer mapping system to integrate and consolidate the various mapping projects currently
used in the department to increase efficiency and provide accurate maps of agricultural sites and activities.

e Assist with the adoption of the Agriculture and Open Space Element of the County General Plan and further
develop methods to protect agricultural land and resources in the county.

* Perform a customer survey to improve lines of communication with the general public, agricultural,
environmental and other customers.

» (Continue with office automation improvements such as computer networking, e-mail, electronic transfer of
information, and voice mail to enhance customer service.

Ten Year Comparison of Valuation of Major Groups

YEAR ANIMAL FIELD NURSERY & SEED  FRUIT & NUT VEGETABLE TOTAL
1988 55415000 30:240,000 9% 535,000 41,122,000 C11744B.0000 | 1 266860,000

149HY A0 25 000 25,370,000 J6.645 000 KO 9da, 000 137 858 00 2H0.6595 000
1990 30,276,000 17,666,000 35657000 SEAT0007 . V1353450000 1272489000

1991 26,440,000 16 989, 000 36,070,000 54,746,000 | 126.352.000 || 260.597,000
1562 78419000 18I575.0007: 1 37.749,000 56,619,000 /| 136,324,000 1277686000
1993 33.102.000 20,666,000 39.783.000 60,353,000 | 137.316,000 [ 291.220.000
1904 31431000 AT020.0007 |1 45517,000 E5A76.0007 | 134,784,000 1298228000
1995 26,188,000 21,340,000 50,534,000 70,975,000 ©. 147,771.000 | 316.808.000 i
1956 5% 28 513,000 224850000 ** 55/889.000 BR932,000) 1340470000 1328:175:000
Lgqy d9 223,000 [ 8,056 (1X) &5 486 000 P 20,912,000 148,129,000 181.806.000
TOTAL ACREAGE. Tifievinad i

EG9g7

1,203 445 o pese i B S

*+1.231.123
**Revised

ek L R S

L 40000000 " -

~L 70.080.008

= g

Vegetahle
- Frumt
Nursery. & Nut
Field & See
Animal

Fage 8. San Luis Obisoo County Department of Agriculture
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Animal Industry

After two years of declining prices the value for cattle and calves
rebounded in 1997 with nearly a five million doliar increase. Sheep
and lambs continued their upward trend of the past three years.

COMMODITY YEAR NO. OF HEAD PRODUCTION
Cattle and Calves 58,000 358, 000

VALUE PER UNIT TOTAL

B68.00 $24,344.000
56.00 $19 712,000

245? IDDE'
v+ 2.362,000

*Egg5 Fﬂulrry, Goats, Game Birds, Bees wax, Pollen, Pollination, Aquaculture

**Revised
- = Marro Bay and Port San Luis Calilornia Ports
000’ LUE J000's.
Commercial Landi ngs — F}mm; ;-:ﬁm Frw o0 ;ﬁ‘ﬁ

of Marine Resources —
for 1996

This year we added a new section to our
annual report to show the value of the
commercial ocean fish catch in San Luis
Obispo County. The ocean harvest is not
considered “agriculture” in the statewide
criteria for county crop reports, but is
none-the-less an important component of
the food supply and our local economy.
The following statistics represent the
1996 calendar year value for two San
Luis Obispo county commercial fishery
landings, Morro Bay and Port San Luis
Obispo, compared with California ports,

Fage 10 San Luis Obispo County Department of Agnculture



Fruit & Nut Crops

Fueled by significant gains in wine grape production, this
category gained in overall value by more than 35%
compared to 1996. Wine Grapes, benefiting from favorable
growing conditions and major advances in price, jumped in
value by nearly 30 million dollars. Several crops increased

in bearing acreage, notably apples and wine grapes, with
recent plantings coming into productions. Both avocados and strawberries showed sharp increases in
value per unit of production.

ACREAGE PRODUCTION VALUE

CROP YEAR BEARING ACREAGE PER ACRE TOTAL UNIT PER UNIT TOTAL
Apples 1997 2795 8.020 18,406 Tan $472.00 38,688,000
1996 1,441 10,5340 14,468 Ton $458.00 36,626,000
Avocados (all) 1997 996 4,150 4.133 Ton. . 2:278.00 9.416,000
Avocados (Hass) 1996 BIT 5,220 4 578 Ton 2,045.00 9.362.000
Avocados (othen) 1996 123 4,900 P b3 Ton 396.00 239.000
Grapes. Wine {all) L 9%/ 11,128 00 3h4 B3,680,000
| 996 9,975 51,293 54,620,000
Chardannay 1987 3,400 &, 500 2o, 100 Ten 1,672.00 34,741,000
1996 3,450 4.540 15,663 Ton 1,406.00 22.022.000
Sauvignon Blanc 1997 610 8.140 4,965 Tan Bae.00 4,101,000
| 996 610 5.890 3,593 Tan 764,00 2,745 000
White Wine {other) 1997 443 72300 3,234 Ton 1000 2.296.000
' 1956 462 5.380 2486 Ton 4000 1,591,000
Cabernet Sauvignon 1997 3,275 6.5620 21,353 Ton 1,150.00 24,556,000
1 996 2,240 A, 180 1H,22 Ton 1.020.00 15 534 000
Meriol 1957 1230 4,620 5,060 Ton 1,360,000 7,561,000
1946 659 4.580 3,018 Ton 1,305.00 3,939,000
Finot Moir 1997 284 2.600 738 Ton |, 760.00 1,300,000
Zinfandel 1997 1,302 6650 8,658 Ton 578.00 5870000
1996 1,233 B.680 B.236 Tof 635,00 2,230,000
Red Wine {Dther) 1997 584 5.530 3,230 Taon 1,008.00 3,255,000
1996 b21 4,940 3.068 Tan 1,160.00 3,559,000
Lemans a5z g A 1,075 16,430 17,662 Ton 231.00 4080 000
1996 1,075 16.800 18,060 Ton 21500 3,883,000
Pistachios 1997 135 1.000 135 Tan 2.000.00 270,000
1996 120 0.380 46 Tan 3.300.00 150,000
Strawberries 1997 390 29,760 11,606 Ton 680,42 7,897 000
' 1996 515 23,710 12,211 Tan 593.15 7.243,000
Valencia Oranges 1997 309 18,130 G675 Tan 175.040 818,000
1995 2re | 5000 4. 367 Tan 225,00 R H Ny
English Walnuts 1997 2,560 PO ) 1382 Ton 1 420,00 1.963.000
1996 2,960 .350 296 Ton 1,640.00 1,469,000
Miscellaneous™ 1997 2.300 4,100,000
1996 2,300 4,600,000
TOTAL 18g) 21,188 $120,912.000
Fruit & Nut Crops 18996 19,135 $88,932.000

*Almonds, Aprcol, Asian Pear, Black Walnul, Bushberry, Cherry, Feijoa, Fig, Grapelruill, Horned Melons, Kiwi, Lime, Navel Orange,
Mectanne, Passion Fruit, Peach, Pear, Pepine, Persimmon, FPomegranate, Fium, lable Grape, langalo

wblt
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1
15
=
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Vegetahle Crops

In general, the value for vegetable crops reversed the lower
value trend of recent years and produced a record return. With

the exception of excessive rain in January, vegetable production 3
encountered good growing conditions for most of the year. The 5
twa largest crops, broccoli and head lettuce, gained in both %
production per acre and value per unit compared to 1996. ;
4
HARVESTED PRODUCTION VALUE
CROP _YEAR . ACREAGE PERACRE . . TOTAL - UNM . PERUNIT Pl N
Beans [Green) 1997 1,340 600.0 804,000 304 $5.16 4,149,000
1996 662 471.0 311,802 304 $5.04 $1,671,000
‘Bell Pappers ggyiiin 008 7440 TAR 464 304 BiBY 4784 000
- el A T ) SRR b (- SR, - L U [ 4,680,000
droccoll (Fresh) 1997 9.5/5 nHE.0 £,630,100 234 2./ 42,092,000
1996 9,560 582.0 5,563,920 234 5.24 29,155,000
Broccoli (Freezer) | 1997 G40 Sl T 13840 L Ton 450,00 1,728,000
: : - 189611 542 62 33600 1 onio 380,00 | 1,277,000
Cabbage 1997 880 675.0 594,000 454 5,98 3,552,000
1996 625 761.0 475,625 454 5.48 2,606,000
Cauliflower Vil ARG U v BRI 1uT: TS B0 1 £ AR 5.66 716,793,000
L ARER 1,760 8610 1,163,360 254 SR Bl 6,236,000
Celery 1997 1,031 1,121.0 bl Sl F1 5,90 6,819,000
1996 1,022 1,190.0 1,216,180 6O 5.24 6,373,000
Lettuce Head 1947 R e < e 5,449,062 CBDE 678 36,836,000
' ; . l9an SRS L pRE0 i B a30,825 | BO# 5,58 29,795,000
Lettuce Leaf 1997 2,074 818.0 1,696,532 254 5.08 8,618,000
1996 2,082 887.0 1,846,734 254 5.02 9,271,000
QOriental Vegetables 1997 2,145 R 18340 1788030 U808 66 " 11,735,000
I : It e P 13 R A . 1 o 1 0 (IR e - T 168 BO# 123 7,934,000
Paas, Edible Pod 1997 3,520 465.0 1,636,800 10# B.38 13,716,000
1996 3,636 535.0 1,945,260 10# 8.90 17,313,000
Spinach Rl SR 304 T T L R 4,54 112,000
e i B - L 145,320 20# 4,40) 639,000
Squash 1997 605 747.0 451,935 30# 4.74 2,142,000
1996 590 740.0 436,600 30# 6.40 2,794,000
Tomato i 1997 R RO, odEann ot ot CEEeAen e EeE 000
] 1996 g2 1,840,0 S .1 1 CRER T 15,64 4,104,000
Miscellaneous” 1997 4,035 12700 000
1996 3,670 12,300,000
TOTAL ; 1997 I R PRt '$148,129,000
Vegetable Crops 1996 gag T : Wi . i $134,047,000

*Anise, Artichokes, Baby Vegetables, Brussal Sprouts, Carrots, Cilantro, Chili Peppers, Cucumber, Endive, Escarole, Garlic, Herbs,
Kale, Leek, Mushrooms, Ontons, Parsley, Parsnips, Potatoes, Pumpkins, Radishes, Sweet Corn, Tornatillos, Watermelon

Page 12, San Luis Ohispo County Department of Agriculture
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Nursery Stock

The continued expansion of greenhouse capacity paved the way for another growth year for the nursery

industry. Up overall by about 18 percent, indoor decorative plants, cut flowers and vegetable
transplants each increased moderately from 1996.

CROF

YEAR

FIELD
PRCDUCTION
facras)

GREENHOUSE
PRODUCTION
(5q 1)

i Bedding Rlants, Sed

Christmas Trees, Cut

- Gut Flowers (Field) © 0
Cut Flowers (Greenhousa)

' FruftiNut Trees & Vines !
Fruit & Mut Trees

QOutdoor Ornamentals

Inddor Decoratives |

Outdoor Ornamentals
Vegetable Tra_r'gf.s.'@lants'_ it

Miscellaneaus®

TOTAL

Hu:sew Stt:u:k |

"*Revised

Seed Crops

998

1997
1996

; 199? '.
e RS

1997
1996

1996

P

1997

199/
E"EI'*?I-E-

f lggﬁtk G __ Fed

*Herbs, Specialty plants, Cacti, Succulents, Propagative plants, Bulbs, Scian waod

SNy

S Cu
o IBHE el .I k. |

e

28
38

R N

s

Eﬂ? 555

T

B

38

9
4

e

A

kit el R il

Jadei

1,507,694
130 ndsh

355,948

77,5833

8 A =

795000

146,920
30,000

L% -I]_E]..EE__E- . «. y

pRa e B e T
S b e

Lgesses

il .";5-',.;]_. 5?,ﬂ?9 ':i ;
aataea L

VALUE

fhssecs -.:'-f-'f-':'_'-$E- EEE- 000"

L %RA57.000

223,000
140,000

L 10.8031000
| E.lﬂLmﬂ'

11,426,000
9,014,000

Ll 2,683,000

3,981,000

2,200,000

2,183,000

J1715,204,000"
14,008,000

843,000
110,000

64,848,000

The drought conditions during the spring of 1997 caused a reduction in dryland grain seed acreage
figures. The acreage for other types of seed crops
was generally lower with the exception of flower

seed.

CROP

YEAR

FLANTED HARVESTED
ACREAGE

ACREAGE

YaLUE

~Barley .

Oats

Flower Seed
Mescellanegus®

ATOTAL
i heed Ernp

fae i
RO

15997
1996

A1ger

1997
1996

i 5971
11996

*Alfalfa, Dry bean, Yegetable

*E#D- i d

350
430

R

185
420

11880
1,490

ETG
430

153 TAE LIy

170
420

1660

$Eﬂ 000,

EE.DCID
145,000

340,000

170,000
600,000

. $638,000
. $853,000.

1997 Annual Repor
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Field Crops

Although the early rains of 1997 promised a good year for
agriculture, the lack of any rainfall past the end of lanuary caused
majaor reductions in harvested acres and yields for most field crops.
Contributing to the decrease in value was the substantial decrease
in barley and wheat prices, Strong demand for hay caused the value
for both alfalfa and grain hay to increase sharply.

ACREAGE FRODUCTION VALUE
CROP ' YEAR PLANTED  HARVESTED ~ PER ACRE = TOTAL UMNIT PER UNIT TOTAL

= AL L LR R e e

;-.mmfa I-Iay.i g O T R R L S YA DO S L0
R L G G ssuu___ s _.j_,E__ﬁ;_EE_ﬁ o Ton B126.00 0 $3.379,000

|:'|Etr|E;]||' 1997 28,000 EE.hDC] 0.0 15,750 Tan 120,00 1,890,000
1996 31,000 29,500 0,95 28,025 Tan 148.00 4,148,000

| Gatanaa BEARA /11097 SN0 90O es s 70007

it e R el e
Grain Hay++ 1997 25,000 20,000 1.84 36,800 Tan 102.00 3,?54,[](3&
14996 30,000 27,600 1.95% 3,820 Tan H26.00 4,629,000
_:Eram Stutﬁb}e Gr;zel:! e e B s R s O
ALamRal e L e el sadon
Irrlgﬂtﬂd F"EEtth’E 1997 4,500 Acre 200.00 SECQ, 000
1996 5,200 Acre 200.00 1,040,000
JRengeland, Graged |0 IBEEEEE SRE  Ee OO0 R e e DS s B B
Tl S S el i TR e e R ) AR T 4 S Q?Eh-ﬂﬂﬂ' i
Saftlower 1597 3,850 3,140 0:24 754 Ton 333.00 251,000
1996 2,600 2,260 0.26 585 Ton 321.00 188,000
B O OO O8O B T AI0D T R EI000
DA i ele L e e L los L alnde | e ) B00) 1 ADRB00.
Miscelianeous® 1957 1,100 180,000
1996 aob 15{.'-' U0
R T R T R e B e EE 445,000

*Oats, Straw, Sudangrass +-+Includes winter forage
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Financial Report Funding Sources

FISCAL YEAR 1996 - 1997

HE"JENUE 500 00 ;"' | | | il
i _. f .. L '-;:;'!__ i : @ atite Funds
General Funds $926,172 33% —— 1 e e A Dr“‘ by Funds
: ik - R . . Callected Fees
state Funds 1,308,207 48B%

FH0000

$324.,471 12%

Collected Fees

Judy BcLir

! g

"1 I_'-’.': . Ao

LS

B

Cherhead $189,287 I % 400,000
EXPENDITURES
FAD0,000
Galaries & Benefits $1.926 322 70%
. $200,000
Saervices & Supplies $606,570 229
Overhead $189 287 J § 1 041,000
Equipment $26,658 1%
0
Agricultural Messimement  Envirosmenial Past Product Pasd
Rabources Standards Frifection Ranagamenl Quality Pravantion
1314 488 $224 343 LRk §301, 000 $192,934 LA0E 803
Funding Sources
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES State Funds 277,104 19%,
" fotal Funding: Caunty Funds $1128,242 BE%
3215,954 Collected Fees 10,608 3%
MEASUREMENT STANDARDS State Funds 12,995 A%
fotal Funding: County Funds 3186 518 9%,
i 3268 952 Collected Fees $69.438 F8%
i ::'_':'0_.;:'..'.
il At ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION  State Funds 663,346 63%
Total Funding: County Funds ~ $353,559 34%
31,040,830 Lollected Fees $33,934 3%
FEST MAMAGEMENT State Funds 3163 857 425
lotal Funding: County Funds 3158 HB3 41%
$388,148 Collected Fees t654913 17%
PRODUCT QUALITY State Funds $63,034 33%
Total Funding: county Funds £:60, 480 32%
3189 979 Caltected Fees Fe6,465 3H%
PEST PREVENTION State Funds $338,774 53%
Total Funding: County Funds $235,029 d6%
3644 965 Callected Fees 71,162 | 1%
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