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SECTION 4. Description of the Proposed Activity 

a. Avoidance and Minimization (Regional Condition A(1)(a)) (continued): 

Prior to construction, the San Luis Obispo County Public Works Department will retain a qualified 
biological monitor(s) to monitor construction and ensure compliance with the avoidance and 
minimization efforts outlined within all the project environmental documents. At a minimum, monitoring 
will occur during initial ground disturbance activities and vegetation removal within the Santa Margarita 
Creek corridor. Monitoring may be reduced to part time once initial disturbance and vegetation removal 
activities are complete. The duration of monitoring should be at least once per week throughout the 
remaining construction phases, unless specified otherwise by permitting agencies. 

Prior to construction, all personnel will participate in an environmental awareness training program 
conducted by a qualified biologist. The program shall include a description of the sensitive aquatic 
resources within the within the Biological Study Area and the boundaries within which the project may be 
accomplished. 

Construction activities within jurisdictional areas will be conducted during the dry season when stream 
flows will be at annual lows (between June 1 and October 31) in any given year, or as otherwise directed 
by the regulatory agencies. Deviations from this work window can be made with permission from the 
relevant regulatory agencies.  

Prior to initiation of any construction activities, including vegetation clearing or grubbing, sturdy high-
visibility fencing will be installed to protect the jurisdictional areas adjacent to the designated work areas. 
This fencing will be placed so that unnecessary adverse impacts to the adjacent habitats are avoided. No 
construction work (including storage of materials) will occur outside of the specified project limits. The 
fencing will remain in place during the entire construction period, be monitored periodically by a qualified 
biologist, and maintained as needed by the contractor. 

Prior to construction, a Stormwater Control Plan will be prepared for the project. Provisions of this plan 
will be implemented during and after construction as necessary to avoid and minimize erosion and storm 
water pollution in and near the work area. 

Prior to construction, the contractor will prepare a Hazardous Materials Response Plan to allow for a 
prompt and effective response to any accidental spills. Workers will be informed of the importance of 
preventing spills and of the appropriate measures to take should a spill occur. 

During construction, erosion control measures (e.g., silt fencing, fiber rolls, and barriers) will remain 
available on-site and will be utilized as necessary to prevent erosion and sedimentation in jurisdictional 
areas. No synthetic plastic mesh products will be used for erosion control and use of these materials on-
site is prohibited. Erosion control measures and other suitable Best Management Practices used will be 



checked to ensure that they are intact and functioning effectively and maintained on a daily basis 
throughout the duration of construction. The contractor will also apply adequate dust control techniques, 
such as site watering, during construction to protect water quality. 

During construction, the cleaning and refueling of equipment and vehicles will occur only within a 
designated staging area and at least 100 feet (30 meters) from wetlands or other aquatic areas. At a 
minimum, equipment and vehicles will be checked and maintained on a daily basis to ensure proper 
operation and avoid potential leaks or spills. 

During construction, trash will be contained, removed from the work site, and disposed of regularly. 
Following construction, trash and construction debris will be removed from the work areas. Vegetation 
removed from the construction site will be taken to a certified landfill to prevent the spread of invasive 
species. If soil from weedy areas (such as areas with poison hemlock or other invasive exotic plant species) 
must be removed off-site, the top six inches (152 millimeters [mm]) containing the seed layer in areas 
with weedy species will be disposed of at a certified landfill. 

During construction, no pets will be allowed on the construction site. Prior to construction, the applicant 
has prepared a Conceptual Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan that provides for a 1:1 restoration ratio 
for temporary impacts and a 3:1 enhancement ratio for permanent impacts, unless otherwise directed by 
regulatory agencies. To the extent feasible, mitigation activities will be implemented within the Biological 
Study Area and/or the Santa Margarita Creek riparian corridor and in areas in and adjacent to the 
Biological Study Area that support exotic species, contain agricultural trash, and have erosion. These areas 
provide the most optimal mitigation opportunities on-site. Any revegetation will be conducted using only 
native plant species. The final Habitat Mitigation and Monitoring Plan will identify the specific mitigation 
sites and it will be implemented immediately following project completion. 


