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CITY OF GROVER BEACH

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE U-06

Shall the electors elect a Mayor and four Council Members?

YES NO

NO IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OR ARGUMENTS WERE SUBMITTED
FOR MEASURE U-06

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE V-06

Shall the term of office of Mayor be two years?

YES NO

NO IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OR ARGUMENTS WERE SUBMITTED
FOR MEASURE V-06

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE W-06

Shall the term of office of Mayor be four years?

YES NO

NO IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OR ARGUMENTS WERE SUBMITTED
FOR MEASURE W-06

BALLOT QUESTION FOR MEASURE X-06

VITAL CITY SERVICES PROTECTION
Shall the City of Grover Beach sales tax be increased by one-half
percent (0.5%) and a citizens’ oversight committee be created to
help preserve the safety and character of Grover Beach by
funding essential services, including the Police and Fire
Departments, repair potholes and fix city streets and sidewalks,
increase recreation opportunities for seniors and youth, improve
city parks and beach access, and other general city services?

YES NO

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE X-06

Measure X-06 proposes to raise revenues for vital City services
funded through the City’s General Fund, including police and fire
protection, park maintenance and recreational programs and facilities,
as well as maintenance and repair of City streets and storm drains, by
authorizing a one-half percent (0.5%) sales tax within the City of Grover
Beach. The tax would be paid in addition to current state and local
sales taxes and would be collected at the same time and in the same
manner as the existing sales taxes.

California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 7285.9 authorizes
the City Council to levy a transactions and use tax (i.e., a “sales tax”) for
general purposes at certain rates, including a one-half percent (0.5%)
rate if the following requirements are met: (a) the ordinance proposing
that tax is approved by a two-thirds vote of all members of the
governing body and is subsequently approved by a majority vote of
qualified voters for the City voting in the election on the issue; and (b)
the transactions and use tax conforms to the Transactions and Use Tax
Law Part 1.6 (commencing with Section 7251).

Measure X-06 states that the one-half percent (0.5%) sales tax
would be used to supplement the City’s General Fund, from which
various vital City services are funded. It is estimated that if this
Measure were to pass, it would raise $480,000 for these purposes. The
City is legally bound not to allocate the proceeds from this tax to a
specific purpose, but rather to use them as an additional source of
revenue for the City’s General Fund for essential services.

The Measure provides for a citizens’ oversight committee to be
created.

s/ Martin D. Koczanowicz
City Attorney, City of Grover Beach

The above statement is an impartial analysis of Measure X-06. If
you desire a copy of the Measure, it is available on the City of
Grover Beach website at www.grover.org/election.htm or please
call the City Clerk’s Office at (805) 473-4567 and a copy will be
mailed to you. A copy is also available on the County Clerk-
Recorder’s website at http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/clerk.htm
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ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE X-06

• Passage of Measure X-06 is crucial to the immediate and long-
term future of Grover Beach. It is critical to offset the City’s fiscal
shortfalls that are the result of rising costs, lagging revenue, and
financial “take-aways” by the State of California.

• Despite conservative and careful management, during the last two
years the City has been forced to use reserve funds for operating
costs. The continued use of our reserves is unacceptable.

• Without new revenue from passage of Measure X-06, the City will
face cuts in vital city services.

• The City must have new revenue to be able to maintain its current
level of emergency service response.

• The City must have new revenue to maintain and repair the City’s
aged infrastructure

• This modest increase – much of which will be paid by visitors to the
City -- will provide $480,000 annually for critical services and
infrastructure repair.

• Vote YES on Measure X-06 for strong fiscal accountability through
a Citizens’ Oversight Committee, supported by the City’s annual,
independent General Fund audit process.

We are Grover Beach. We need Measure X-06. Please vote a
resounding YES on Measure X-06!

s/ Larry Versaw, Mayor

s/ Stephen C. Lieberman, Mayor Pro Tem

s/ Dave Ekbom, Council Member

s/ John P. Shoals, Council Member

NO REBUTTAL TO THE ARGUMENT FOR MEASURE X-06
WAS SUBMITTED

ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE X-06

A NO VOTE is necessary, because it will not address the long-
standing imbalance in budget appropriations. Money is guaranteed for
everything except the $30 million residential street problem. The last
substantial money budgeted for residential streets were the $710,000 in
2003 due to a voter protest. It was spread out over several years.
Construction impact fees collected on local streets are being spent on
major projects like Oak Park rather than residential streets.

Public safety consumes $4 million of the $6 million General Funds.
City payroll burgeoned from $3 million to $6 million in 10 years. It’s
unacceptable, when income doesn’t keep up. Hundreds of thousands
spent on consultants, to do the work of staff. Everyone has an
advocate seeking funds. There’s no spokesperson for the streets,
except YOU.

The City’s consultant Lew Edwards Group’s poll found out that
over 77% of the voters surveyed wanted an earmarked street measure.
The replies from the recent 4,000-piece brochure mailing unanimously
opted for street, potholes & sewer repairs as the top 3 choices. YOU
have been heard, but once again ignored.

Even though an oversight committee is recommended, the ultimate
decision lies with the City Council. Past history indicates that the
streets will get little attention. Passing a general measure and putting it
into the general fund pot fails to address the City’s financial dilemma.
To vote for this measure is like giving another credit card to someone
who needs financial counseling.

It’s time to be heard, as the voters were in 1998. Reject a measure
that refuses to listen to the voters. The City needs to live within its
means as you do. VOTE NO ON MEASURE X-06.

s/ Chuck Ashton, Grover Beach City Councilman

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE X-06

Councilmember Ashton knows better. His argument against Measure X-
06 distorts several facts to support his agenda. Since he voted twice to
approve deficit budgets and every employee salary and benefit
increase, he should know how much we need revenues generated by
Measure X-06.

THE FACTS:
• FACT: Over the last three years, the city spent $1.3 million on

streets and has budgeted $773,000 for streets in 2007.
Everyone wants streets improved. Everyone also wants dependable
water, sewer and storm drains, safety from crime, emergency medical
services and parks. We know this because you told us so in the recent
survey Ashton cited.
• FACT: Ashton fails to say that the survey shows a measure to

support critical services including streets would be approved by a
larger margin than a measure restricted to streets alone.

• FACT: X-06 gives you – the local citizen – control over funding for
city services. Every dime generated stays in Grover Beach and
can’t be taken by Sacramento.

• FACT: Ashton’s argument about increased payroll fails to mention
that the increase was largely due to creation of a full-time fire
department and more police. The city operates at minimum staffing
levels.

• FACT: X-06 will cost just 5 cents on every $10 of sales – and
visitors will help pay the cost. Sales tax is not levied on food,
medicine or gasoline.

• TRUTH: passing Measure X-06 DOES fix our streets. Don’t let
Ashton’s scare tactics and misrepresentations fool you. Vote YES
on Measure X-06.

s/ Stephen C. Lieberman, Mayor Pro Tem
s/ Dee Santos, Former Mayor
s/ Tony Merlo, Past President Chamber of Commerce
s/ Larry Versaw, Mayor
s/ Carol Roberts, Grover Beach Library Board
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