
 

 

 
February 20, 2015 
 
 
Honorable Debbie Arnold 
Chairperson, Board of Supervisors 
County of San Luis Obispo 
1050 Monterey Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
 
Subject:  Inquiry Regarding Release of Nacimiento Surplus Water for North County 

Benefit 
 
 
Dear Chairperson Arnold, 

September of  last year, your Paso Basin Advisory Committee unanimously advised use of 
available surplus water from the Nacimiento Water Project for release into the Salinas River 
for the general benefit of North County water supplies. 

In the five months since that recommendation, we have yet to see any authorization put 
forward for the Board of Supervisors’ consideration. 

Nacimiento water  is available to put to regional use.   Discharge permits are  in hand  for 
releases at three locations along the Salinas River.  Using Flood Control General funds for 
actual water delivery is an advisable water management step, especially given the current 
drought conditions and the fact that the County may not carry over unused water from year 
to  year.    Thus,  the  Paso Basin Advisory Committee’s  recommendation  to  the Board  of 
Supervisors is: 

1. To use available surplus water from the Nacimiento Water Project for release into 
the Salinas River for the general benefit of North County water supplies; 

2. To allocate sufficient funding to make such releases; and 

3. To monitor the results of releases as data points for ongoing/future similar actions. 

On behalf of the Paso Basin Advisory Committee, I reiterate our advice that arrangements 
be made for Nacimiento releases now, so that water may flow once the pipeline is back in 
service.  
 
 

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS 
AND ASSOCIATIONS 
 
John Neil 
Atascadero MWC 
 

Kris Beal 
Central Coast Vineyard Team 
 

Vacant 
City of Atascadero 
 

Christopher Alakel 
City of Paso Robles 
 

Vacant 
City of San Luis Obispo 
 

Vacant 
County of Monterey  
(Resource Management Agency) 
 

Robert Johnson  
Monterey County Water  
Resources Agency 
 

Steve Sinton 
Paso Robles Imperiled  
Overlying Rights (PRIOR) 
 

Patricia Wilmore 
Paso Robles Wine  
Country Alliance 
 

Anthony Kalvans  
San Miguel CSD 
 

Susan Howard 
Shandon CSA 16 
 

Kurt Bollinger 
SLO County Cattlemen’s  
Association 
 

Paul Clark 
SLO County Farm Bureau 
 

Jeff Briltz 
Templeton CSD 
 
Devin Best 
Upper Salinas – 
Las Tablas RCD 
 
AT-LARGE 
 

Dana Merrill 
Viticulture Agriculturalist  
At-Large 
 

Bill Spencer 
Non-Viticulture Irrigated Crop  
Agriculturalist At-Large 
 

Sue Harvey 
Environmental At-Large 
 

Sue Luft  
Rural Resident At-Large 
 

Claudia Engel 
Rural Resident At-Large 
 

Edward C. Redig 
Rural Resident At-Large 
 

Vacant 
Rural Resident At-Large 
 

George Tracy 
Rural Resident At-Large 
 

Randy Diffenbaugh 
Rural Resident At-Large 
District 1 
 

Greg Grewal 
Rural Resident At-Large 
District 5 
 

Larry Werner  
Undesignated At Large 

John Neil Patricia Wilmore Courtney Howard 

Chairperson Vice Chairperson Secretary 

   
Room 206, County Government Center PH (805) 781-1016 

San Luis Obispo CA 93401 FAX (805) 788-2182 



 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Neil 
Chairperson, Paso Basin Advisory Committee 
 
cc:  San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors, All Districts 
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