
Interested in becoming
a volunteer?

I f  you served in the U.S.  Armed
Forces and would l ike more
information about becoming a
Veterans Treatment Court  (VTC)
mentor ,   p lease contact  the VSO at
(805)781-5766.

Helpful  Numbers:
County Behavioral  Health:  
805-748-2403

County Probat ion (ask for  VTC off icer) :  
805-781-5300

County Veteran Service Off ice:  
805-748-0511

Veterans Affa irs  Just ice Outreach
Coordinator :  
424-362-4848

Veterans 
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Veterans Treatment
Court (VTC)

The miss ion of  the Veterans Treatment
Court  (VTC)  is  to  enhance publ ic  safety
and reduce rec idiv ism of  just ice-
involved mi l i tary  veterans whose needs
are better  met through treatment
intervent ion rather  than incarcerat ion.
I t  d iverts  veteran offenders to a
specia l ized court  docket  that  offers
treatment ,  targeted resources and
provides part ic ipants  with the
opportunity  to establ ish c lean and
sober l i festy les ,  reduce cr iminal i ty  and
psychiatr ic  episodes,  and improve the
qual i ty  of  their  l ives.

Admission Criteria 
Cases considered for  VTC inc lude
misdemeanor and fe lony offenses,
except  when the charges are re lated to
ser ious or  v io lent  fe lonies ,  str ikes ,
and/or  sexual  abuse.  Each case is
considered based on the treatment
team’s  assessment and determinat ion
of  a  qual i fy ing mental  health condit ion
related to one ’s  mi l i tary  serv ice.
Veterans Treatment Court  is  a  post-
plea program.

Expectations and Outcomes 
Fol low court  ordered terms and
condit ions.
Fol low treatment plan designed for
c l ient .
Attend court  on the f i rst  and third
Fr iday of  each month.  
Upon graduat ion (18 -  24 months)
possible  re l ief  depending on
circumstances of  case.

Screening Process

County Probat ion Off ice to review
case and cr iminal  background 
County Behavioral  Health Cl in ic ian
to evaluate level  of  care,  mental
health diagnosis ,  nexus (nexus must
exist  between the cr ime,  the mental
health diagnosis  and the Veteran ’s
t ime in serv ice) ,  and treatment
recommendat ions.  

Veterans are screened by Veteran
Service Off ice (VSO)  to conf irm mi l i tary
status (a l l  d ischarges are accepted)  as
wel l  as :

Admission Criteria 
Cases considered for  admission for
Mi l i tary  Divers ion inc lude f i rst  t ime
misdemeanor offenses.  Each case is
considered based on the treatment
team’s  assessment and determinat ion
of  a  qual i fy ing mental  health condit ion
related to one ’s  mi l i tary  serv ice.
Mi l i tary  Divers ion is  a  pre-plea
program.

Military Diversion 

Mil i tary  Divers ion is  designed to
reduce rec idiv ism by providing low-
level ,  non-recidiv ist  veteran and act ive
mil i tary  offenders the opportunity  for
rehabi l i tat ive educat ion and resources.  

Expectations and Outcomes
Comply with court  d irect ives ,  often
related to a lcohol/substance use
and mental  health treatment.
Divers ion grants  typical ly  range
between 1 and 2 years  in  durat ion.
Upon successful  complet ion of
divers ion grant ,  charges wi l l  be
dismissed.

Screening Process
Veterans and act ive mi l i tary  members
are screened by Veteran Service Off ice
(VSO)  and County Behavioral  Health to
evaluate level  of  care,  mental  health
diagnosis ,  nexus,  and treatment
recommendat ions.

N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
D r u g  C o u r t  P r o f e s s i o n a l s :
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