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Pedestrian Safety in San Luis Obispo 
County. 







Pedestrian Fatalities during COVID 







https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2021-03/Ped%20Spotlight%202021%20FINAL%203.23.21.pdf





Pedestrian Safety Problem Background

39 pedestrians killed in traffic 
crashes, representing 13.6. % 
of all roadway related fatalities 
in SLO County. 
(over 11 year period 
2009-2020)*

~2004-2014*





Major Risk factors that influence pedestrian 
crashes and severity - Summarized

• Increases on wide roads (four lanes or more) w/ high motor vehicle 
speeds or volumes

• Intersections difficult to cross when wider (wider crossing distances, 
wide turning radii, multiple turn lanes, confusing traffic control.

• Drug/Alcohol use by motorists and pedestrians
• Lack of nighttime road-way lighting, lack of walkways along roads
• Older pedestrians are more susceptible to serious or fatal injuries b/c 

of frailty
• Young children (age 5-9) more likely to be struck by vehicle after 

darting out into the street
• Land use decisions – separating residential areas from shopping 

areas with high volume multi lane roads.



the increasing size of the vehicle fleet is also contributing to the growing numbers of people 
struck and killed while walking.



https://smartgrowthamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Dangerous-By-Design-2021-update.pdf



2-hour count 10am
Tues Weds



SLO Pedestrian Counts – Dashboard 



Pedestrian 
fatalities in CA are 

up appox. 60% 
from 2010 to 2019



Need to drill to see SLO Ped fatalities increase…







Objectives to improve pedestrian safety and 
mobility
• Reduce the speed of motor vehicles.
• Reduce pedestrian risks at street crossing locations.
• Provide sidewalks and walkways separate from motor vehicle traffic.
• Improve awareness of and visibility between motor vehicles and 

pedestrians.
• Improve pedestrian and motorist behaviors.

There are “acceptable roadway design” that actively put people 
at risk and increase the likelihood that people walking and 
moving actively using assisted devises such as wheel chairs, 
walkers, sight canes, prosthetics, and scooters will continue to 
pay the price.

• HSIP Program (State)
• Transportation Safety Partnership Program (SLOCOG)







El Camino Real Streetscape Concept - Downtown Atascadero



Decades of Development – Pedestrian – 1990’s

Pedestrian Paths, Boardwalks, Promenades, and Rec.Trails



Downtown Streetscapes – 2000’s
● Streetscape enhancements include 

bulb-outs, refuge and planted 
medians, bike lanes, street 
lighting, benches, trash cans and 
improved bus stop amenities. 

● Grover Beach (Grand Avenue 
enhancements), Pismo Beach 
(Shell Beach Road enhancements), 
San Luis Obispo (Broad Street 
Corridor plan, 227), Atascadero (El 
Camino Real enhancements), and 
Paso Robles (Uptown/Town Center 
specific plan), San Miguel and 
Cambria Village.



Livable Communities – 2010’s

● A livable community is one that is safe and secure, has affordable 
and appropriate transportation and housing options, and offers 
supportive community features and services

● An interconnected multimodal transportation network is a critical 
component of a livable community. 



Safe Routes to School Programs 2000’s to 2020’s
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New Development



● Towards Zero Deaths
● Close regional corridor gaps, 

implement bikeways
● Complete streets improvements 
● Prioritize safe routes to school  

projects through investments and 
grants.

● Partnership work to define and 
prioritize projects & programs

● Long list… the 25 year Regional 
Transportation Plan identifies a 
need of around $500 million to 
implement all AT projects.

What are the ATP priorities? 
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Recommended Policy Question?

Should SLOCOG adopt a
Vision Zero, Safe Routes for All, Towards 

Zero Deaths policy?

...consider writing us a letter of support.



Local Storytellers
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Thank you

John DiNunzio, SLOCOG  
jdinunzio@slocog.org

mailto:jdinunzio@slocog.org

