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Revised: 11/30/2015

Notes:
• For "Dry Months" (May - October), projected increases and/or decreases in storage estimated to mimic 2013 conditions. 
• For "Wet Months" (November - April), projected storage declines assume annual downstream release of 4,200 AFY and deliveries of 4,530 AFY. 
• For "Wet Months", projected storage increases based on historic trends from actual storm data for the period of 12/1993 through 6/2011. 
• Storage projection for "Wet Months" assume that unsaturated conditions exist. 
• Monthly rainfall projections assumed to occur during the first week of each month.
• Rainfall projection provided by www.LongRangeWeather.com, and updated 10/31/2015. 
• Evaporation included in storage projection. 
• Past 3 Year Avg. Projection uses historic daily capacity changes averaged from 2012, 2013, 2014

Lopez Reservoir Storage Projections
(precipitation scenario source: www.LongRangeWeather.com)
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TO: Zone 3 Advisory Committee

FROM: Katie Drexhage, Environmental Resource Specialist

DATE: January 21, 2016

SUBJECT: Lopez Water Project HCP Status Updates 

At your November 19th meeting, District staff stated that the proposed Downstream 
Release Program would be presented to the TAC in January, and then presented to the 
resource agencies (i.e., NMFS and USFWS) for feedback. However, after this month’s 
TAC meeting, further information has been requested (i.e., water levels in the creek at 
different flow rates proposed in the draft Program) as well as further analysis of data, 
including surplus water. It is estimated that ECORP will present the draft Downstream 
Release Program in March or May to the Zone 3 Advisory Committee. It is anticipated 
that a Water Rights Permit discussion will also be included with the presentation about 
the draft Downstream Release Program.

At your November meeting, the District reported the decision to file a change petition to 
the existing Permit 12814 to include direct diversion based on feedback from the SWRCB 
and ECORP. This option will streamline the process, maintain all Lopez Water Project 
rights in one permit, and provide a more senior direct diversion right as compared to the 
other option which entailed filing a change petition on the existing Application 30826. This
option requires a hydrologic report rather than a Water Availability Analysis. District staff 
received the draft hydrologic report from ECORP in late 2015. District staff is reviewing 
the report and will submit staff comments to ECORP by mid-January.

File: CF 206.09.01
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January 21, 2016

MEMORANDUM

TO: Flood Control Zone 3 Advisory Committee

FROM: Mark Hutchinson, Deputy Director of Public Works

SUBJECT: Board of Supervisors Emergency Water Supply Options Study Session

Update

On September 17, 2015 your Advisory Committee sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors (copy
attached) requesting a Board Study Session to investigate and evaluate emergency water supply
options that could be used to provide south county residents with supplemental water in the
event the drought persists.

County Public Works staff have presented your letter to Board members and reviewed the
proposal and Board schedule with the County Administrative Office. Two hours have been
allocated for the February 23, 2016 Board of Supervisors Regular Agenda. The meeting will
held in the Board of Supervisors Chambers in the New County Government Center at 1055
Monterey Street, San Luis Obispo.

Working in concert with the Technical Advisory Committee the approach will be to present the
emergency options and opportunities in a Study Session format before the Board. Work on the
PG&E emergency desalination project development effort has slowed pending information and
decisions from PG&E, therefore, we expect only a short update regarding that project on
February 23rd. County staff, Technical Advisory Committeemembers, and NCMA consultants will
be working to fully develop the study session materials and presentation.

We will continue to keep your Advisory Committee and individual agencies updated on the
progress of this effort as we move forward.
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January 21, 2016

MEMORANDUM

TO: Flood Control Zone 3 Advisory Committee

FROM: Dave Flynn, Deputy Director of Public Works
Mark Hutchinson, Deputy Director of Public Works

SUBJECT: Carpenter Creek Channel Improvements Project

Recommendation

It is recommended that your Committee endorse the Carpenter Creek Channel Improvements
Project including funding the project from Flood Control Zone 3 (District) reserves, in the amount
of $ 30,000.

DISCUSSION

Role of the Advisory Committee

The Zone 3 Advisory Committee typical focuses its attention on issues directly related to the
Lopez Water Project. However, since the Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s work
includes both water supply and flood control, the Zone 3 Committee’s bylaws extend the
Committee’s responsibilities to all Flood Control District activities within the boundaries of Zone
3, including Flood Control Projects, as noted in the annotated bylaw excerpt below:

II. Purpose, Responsibility and Authority
1. The purpose of the Committee is to determine the needs, desires and financially

supportive capabilities of the water contractors, residents and property owners
in Zone 3, and upon deliberation, to convey these needs, desires and
capabilities to the Board of Supervisors and other County officials.

3. The Committee’s authority is that of leadership, advocacy and guidance
regarding the needs and desires of water contractors, residents, agriculture
and property owners in Zone 3.

Therefore, while the Carpenter Creek project is not part of the Lopez Water Project, it is within
the boundaries of Zone 3 and therefore appropriate for the Advisory Committee to advise the
Board of Supervisors.
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The Project

Meadow Creek begins in the northerly reaches of the five cities area before it flows parallel with
State Route 1 to its terminus at the Oceano lagoon (See attached Watershed Map). Several
decades ago, a diversion channel was constructed along the southerly line of the Pismo Beach
State Park campgrounds at the northwesterly corner of the City of Grover Beach to provide an
alternative course for high flows to reach the ocean and avoid sending high flow volumes into
Oceano lagoon. The channel is known locally as Carpenter Creek. However, Carpenter Creek is
impeded by a trail crossing through the flow way which restricts flows and the ability for the
stream to reach the ocean. The project will replace the trail crossing with a new culvert or bridge
structure that will allow more of Meadow Creek flows to flow down Carpenter Creek to the
Ocean, rather than southward, parallel to Highway 1, under Grand Avenue, and eventually into
the Oceano Lagoon. The intent is divert peak flows to help reduce the potential for flooding in
the neighborhoods adjacent to the Lagoon.

Funding

Prior to the passage of Proposition 13 in 1976, Zone 3 collected an additional tax from properties
within the Zone. With the passage of Proposition 13 that tax was repealed. Following regulations
established by Assembly Bill 8 at that time, a portion of the 1% property tax established by
Proposition 13 was apportioned to the Flood Control District. Because Zone 3 had its pre existing
property tax, a portion of the Flood Control District’s new funding was segregated into a Zone
account, even though the funds are not legally restricted to use within Zone 3. This account has
been referred to as “District Funded Reserves” so as not to confuse it with the “Contractor
Funded Reserves”, which are a component of the Lopez Project budget.

In 2000, when the Zone 3 Water Contracts were amended to fund the seismic remediation
project, this funding source was allocated (contractually restricted) to the Lopez Project
specifically to assist with debt service, on an annual basis. Therefore, no new funds have been
directed to District Funded Reserves from the 1% property tax since the year 2000. At the same
time, funds existing in 2000 have remained in a segregated account and used to fund various
Zone 3 work for the Lopez Project. One ongoing obligation are habitat Conservation Plan costs
that exceed the Lopez Water Project annual billings for that effort. Zone 3 District Funded
Reserves are projected to contain approximately $2.8 million at fiscal yearend (June 30, 2016)
after the expenditure for this project.

Establishing funding at $30,000 from Zone 3 District Funded Reserves for the project will allow
staff to pursue the design of an alternative trail crossing design so that higher flows into the
channel can be achieved. In addition to the design, the funds would be used to secure
environmental approvals and ultimately to construct the improvements using County forces. The
development of this channel will provide some relief to chronic flooding issues at the Oceano
lagoon. The channel is physically located on State Parks property who have been involved in the
discussions on potential improvements.
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The attached exhibit shows the existing trail impediment and the intended improvement within
this portion of the channel.

Intended Results

The specific improvement would provide a relatively low cost investment to provide relief for an
area wide Zone 3 drainage improvement which would enhance safety and livability of the
community.

Other Considerations

The Zone 3 Advisory Committee’s responsibilities with respect to the Flood Control District’s work
in Zone 3, but separate from the Lopez Project, rarely come before the Committee, likely because
the most pressing flood control issue is within the purview of Zone 1. Never the less, your
Committee may wish to agendize an item to gain more understanding of this aspect of the
Committee’s responsibilities, the associated activities of the Flood Control District, and any issues
that may exist relative to the topic.

ATTACHMENTS

Vicinity Map
Watershed Map
Site Photo / Conceptual Design
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Project Site

City of Grover Beach

City of Pismo Beach
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