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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
This section to be completed after GSP is complete. 
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1 INTRODUCTION TO THE AG SUBBASIN GSP 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY PLAN 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), Section 10720, et. al., of the State Water Code, 
requires sustainable groundwater management in all high and medium priority basins. The Santa Maria 
River Valley - Arroyo Grande groundwater subbasin (DWR No. 3-012.02) (AG Subbasin) was originally 
part of the non-adjudicated “fringe” areas of the adjudicated Santa Maria River Valley Groundwater 
Basin (DWR No. 3-012), which was designated as a high priority basin (DWR, 2016), but due to the final 
results of the DWR’s groundwater basin boundary modifications in 2019, the AG Subbasin and Santa 
Maria River Valley – Santa Maria (No. 3-012.01) groundwater subbasin (Santa Maria Subbasin) were 
established as separate subbasins within the previous Santa Maria River Valley Basin (No. 3-012). The AG 
Subbasin was then reprioritized as very low priority (DWR, 2019). Additional information regarding the 
sequence of events that led to designation of the AG Subbasin and prioritization as a very low priority 
basin is included in Appendix D - Memorandum of Agreement – Preparation of GSP. 
 
The AG Subbasin’s very low prioritization does not require the development of a GSP for the AG 
Subbasin, but the AG Subbasin GSAs are proceeding with the development of a GSP to assure continued 
sustainable conjunctive management of groundwater and surface water supplies.  Work efforts included 
in the GSP development are important for advancing water resource management of the AG Subbasin 
and interconnected surface waters of the Arroyo Grande Creek watershed that overlie the subbasin.  In 
the AG Subbasin, there are several federally listed endangered species that are impacted by the Lopez 
Project which includes the Lopez Lake (i.e. Lopez Reservoir) and the Lopez Terminal Reservoir. Due to 
the requirements of the Endangered Species Act, the San Luis County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District (District) Zone 3 (FC Zone 3) that operates the Lopez Project is currently developing 
a Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The HCP will characterize the impacts the Lopez Project operations 
on the endangered species within the Arroyo Grande Creek watershed.  The HCP will also most likely 
include an adaptive downstream release strategy that will satisfy and sustainably manage competing 
demands of the water supply contracts, the appropriate downstream releases for groundwater 
recharge, and in-stream flow requirements all within the safe yield of the reservoir.  Through the 
development of this GSP, a set of computer modeling management tools will be developed to support 
the HCP to evaluate the relationship between flow in AG Creek due to reservoir releases and 
groundwater uses in the subbasin through pumping.  
 
This document fulfills the GSP development requirements. This GSP describes and assesses the 
groundwater condition of the AG Subbasin, develops quantifiable management objectives that account 
for the interests of the AG Subbasin’s beneficial groundwater uses and users, and identifies a group of 
projects and management actions that will allow the AG Subbasin to achieve and maintain sustainability 
in the future. 
 

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF AG SUBBASIN 
This GSP covers the entire AG Subbasin identified as Basin No. 3-012.02 in the DWR’s Bulletin 118 (DWR, 
2019). The AG Subbasin lies in the southern portion of San Luis Obispo County. The AG Subbasin lies to 
the north of Highway 101 and just south of Lopez Lake. This area is known as the non-adjudicated 
“fringe” area of the adjudicated Santa Maria River Valley Groundwater Basin. Below Lopez Lake where 
the AG Subbasin lies, the valleys of gentle flatlands and rolling hills ranging in elevation from 
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approximately 100 to 500 feet above mean sea level are prominent. A terrain map displaying the AG 
Subbasin boundaries is presented in Figure 1-1, which also displays the watershed areas of the Arroyo 
Grande Creek, Lopez Canyon, Tar Spring Creek, and Los Berros Creek drainages, faults, and nearby 
groundwater basins, as symbolized by the Final Bulletin 118 Basin Prioritization update (DWR, 2019).  
Average annual precipitation ranges from approximately 16.14 inches near Highway 101 to about 19.11 
inches in relatively higher elevation areas of similar elevation to Lopez Lake. The AG Subbasin is within 
the watershed areas of the Arroyo Grande Creek and Tar Spring Creek drainages. The AG Subbasin is 
commonly referenced as being composed of two distinct valleys, with the Arroyo Grande Creek Valley in 
the north and the Tar Spring Creek Valley in the southeast.  
 
Arroyo Grande Creek and Tar Spring Creek and their respective tributaries are the primary surface water 
features within the AG Subbasin. Significant tributaries to the Arroyo Grande Creek within Basin that 
discharge into Lopez Lake include Lopez Canyon Creek, Vasquez Creek, Wittenberg Creek, Dry Creek, 
Potrero Creek, and Phoenix Creek. Tar Spring Creek and Los Berros Creek merge with Arroyo Grande 
Creek south of Lopez Lake. There are no significant tributaries within the Basin to Tar Spring Creek. 
Urban areas within the AG Subbasin include the City of Arroyo Grande. Highway 101 is the most 
significant north-south highway in the Basin.  
 

1.3 BASIN PRIORITIZATION 
 
The DWR prioritized California’s groundwater basins through the California Statewide Groundwater 
Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) program and released the results in 2014. With the passage of SGMA, 
DWR redefined 54 groundwater basins based on requests for basin boundary modifications and 
classified the basins into four categories: high, medium, low, or very low priority. The AG Subbasin was 
classified as a very low priority basin as described in §1.1. 
 
The DWR reassessed the priority of the groundwater basins following the 2016 basin boundary 
modification, as required by the Water Code and documented the results in the SGMA 2019 Basin 
Prioritization (DWR, 2019). DWR followed the process and methods developed for the CASGEM 2014 
Basin Prioritization and incorporated new data, to the extent data was available, and amended the 
language of Water Code Section 10933(b)(8) (component 8) to include an analysis of adverse impacts on 
local habitat and local streamflow. Therefore, DWR prioritized the basins based on the following 
components specified in Water Code Section 10933(b):  
 

1. The population overlying the basin or sub-basin.  
2. The rate of current and projected growth of the population overlying the basin or sub-basin.  
3. The number of public supply wells that draw from the basin or sub-basin.  
4. The total number of wells that draw from the basin or sub-basin.  
5. The irrigated acreage overlying the basin or sub-basin.  
6. The degree to which persons overlying the basin or sub-basin rely on groundwater as their 

primary source of water.  
7. Any documented impacts on the groundwater within the basin or sub-basin, including overdraft, 

subsidence, saline intrusion, and other water quality degradation.  
8. Any other information determined to be relevant by the department, including adverse impacts 

on local habitat and local streamflow.  
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With the addition of component 8, the AG Subbasin was classified as a very low priority basin not in 
critical overdraft and is not required to submit a GSP to DWR by January 31, 2022.  However, the City of 
Arroyo Grande and County of San Luis Obispo (GSAs) decided to proceed with preparing a GSP for the 
AG Subbasin as a proactive measure to support the development of the HCP and maintains groundwater 
sustainability in the AG Subbasin into the future.  
 
Additional information about how each of these components were analyzed can be found in the 
2019 SGMA Basin Prioritization Process and Results Document (DWR, 2019). DWR is required to provide 
updates on basin boundaries, basin priority, and critically overdrafted basins every 5 years beginning in 
2020 as part of the Bulletin 118 updates. 
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Figure 1-1: San Luis Obispo Valley Basin and Surrounding Basins. 
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2 AGENCY INFORMATION (§ 354.6) 
On March 28, 2017, the City of Arroyo Grande formed the City of Arroyo Grande Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency (City GSA) for the portion of the AG Subbasin that lies within its city boundary.  On 
May 16, 2017, the County of San Luis Obispo formed the Santa Maria Basin Fringe Areas – County of San 
Luis Obispo Groundwater Sustainability Agency (County GSA) to cover all otherwise unrepresented areas 
within the AG Subbasin.  The County and City (each referred to individually as a " Party" and collectively 
as the "Parties") entered into a Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Preparation of a GSP for the AG 
Subbasin (MOA) effective as of October 6, 2020. The MOA’s purpose is for the City and County to 
coordinate preparation of a single GSP for the entire AG Subbasin pursuant to SGMA and other 
applicable provisions of law. Figure 2-1 shows the service area boundaries of each of the MOA Parties 
and the GSA areas.  
 
On January 29, 2019, the County GSA gave notice to DWR (Appendix A) that it intends to develop a GSP 
in collaboration with the City GSA for the non-adjudicated "fringe areas" of the Santa Maria Valley River 
Groundwater Basin wholly within San Luis Obispo County, which includes the AG Subbasin in accordance 
with California Water Code (CWC) Section 10727.8 and the Title 23, Section 353.6 of the California Code 
of Regulations (CCR).The letter to DWR was drafted before the basin boundary modification 
request was finalized. However, it included all fringe areas of the Santa Maria River Valley, 
which includes AG Subbasin. 
 

2.1 AGENCIES NAMES AND MAILING ADDRESSES 
 
The following contact information is provided for each groundwater sustainability agency for the AG 
Subbasin pursuant to California Water Code 
§10723.8. 
 
County of San Luis Obispo 
County Government Center, Room 206 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
Attention: John Diodati, Public Works Interim Director 
 
City of Arroyo Grande 
Public Works Department 
1375 Ash Street 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420 
Attention: Bill Robeson, Director 
  



AG Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plan                Agency Information (§ 354.6) 
County of SLO    

                   7 
 

Figure 2-1: San Luis Obispo Valley Basin GSAs and Participating Parties. 
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2.2 AGENCIES ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT STRUCTURES 
The MOA establishes the terms under which the City GSA and County GSA will jointly develop a single GSP. 
No other participating parties will be involved explicitly in the develop of the GSP. City and County staff will 
collaboratively participate in developing a GSP through, among other things, providing guidance to 
consultant and engaging AG Subbasin users and stakeholders. Once the GSP is developed, it will be 
considered for adoption by the GSAs (i.e., City Council and County Board of Supervisors) and subsequently 
submitted to DWR for approval. The organization and management structures of each of the Parties are 
described in the following sections. The MOA does not specify the appointment of officer positions.  
However, Figure 2-2 shows the names of the appointed GSA staff representatives and depicts the 
relationship of the GSAs and the overall governance structure for developing the GSP: 
 

Figure 2-2: GSA Staff Representatives 

 
 
 

 
 

2.2.1 County of San Luis Obispo  
The County is a GSA and Party of the MOA.  The County is governed by a five-member Board of Supervisors 
representing five districts in the County. Board of Supervisor members are elected to staggered four-year 
terms.  

2.2.2 City of Arroyo Grande 
The City is a GSA and Party of the MOA. The City is an incorporated  city and operates under the "Council-
Mayor-City Manager" form of municipal government. The five-member City Council consists of the directly-
elected Mayor and four City Council Members. The Mayor is elected to a two-year term and Council 
Members are elected to four-year terms.  
 

2.2.3 Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 
 “Local agency” is defined pursuant to CWC§ 10721  as a local public agency that has water supply, water 
management, or land use responsibilities within a groundwater basin. The GSAs developing this 
coordinated GSP were formed in accordance with the requirements of California Water Code §10723 et 
seq. The resolutions of formation for the GSAs and the Memorandum of Understanding (MOA) are included 
in Appendices A - C.  
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2.2.3.1 County of San Luis Obispo 
The County was created as described in Government Code Section 460 which states that the state is divided 
into counties, the names, boundaries and territorial subdivisions of which are declared in Title 3 of the 
Government Code.  The County has land use authority over the unincorporated areas of the county, 
including areas overlying the AG Subbasin. The County is therefore a local agency under CWC§ 10721(n) 
with the authority to establish itself as a GSA. Upon establishing itself as a GSA, the County retains all the 
rights and authorities provided to GSAs under CWC§ 10725 et seq. The City and the County shall each be 
responsible for adopting the GSP and implementing the GSP within their respective service areas. 

2.2.3.2 City of Arroyo Grande 
The City is incorporated under the laws of the State of California. The City provides water supply and land 
use planning services to its residents. The City is therefore a local agency under CWC§ 10721(n) with the 
authority to establish itself as a GSA. Upon establishing itself as a party of the GSA, Arroyo Grande retains 
all the rights and authorities provided to GSAs under CWC§ 10725 et seq. The City and the County shall 
each be responsible for adopting the GSP and implementing the GSP within their respective service areas. 

2.2.4 Memorandum of Agreement 
The MOA Parties entered into the MOA effective as of October 6, 2020. The MOA establishes terms under 
which the City GSA and County GSA will jointly develop a single GSP. City and County staff will 
collaboratively participate in developing a GSP through, among other things, providing guidance to the 
consultant and engaging AG Subbasin users and stakeholders. The County Board of Supervisors and the City 
Council may approve or reject adopting the GSP independently from one another’s decision. The MOA may 
be terminated by either Party upon thirty days written notice to the other Party’s designated address. A 
copy of the MOA is included in Appendix C. 

2.2.5 Coordination Agreements  
Only a single GSP is developed by the City and County GSAs to cover the entire AG Subbasin. Therefore, no 
coordination agreements with other GSAs are necessary because there is no multiple GSPs. 

2.3 CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PLAN MANAGER 
The plan manager is to be determined.  
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4 APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A – LETTER OF INTENT TO DEVELOP GSP TO DWR 
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APPENDIX B - CITY OF ARROYO GRANDE RESOLUTION TO FORM GSA 
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APPENDIX C - COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO RESOLUTION TO FORM GSA 
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