
Sammy the Steelhead Trout here
Did you know that stormwater runoff is a leading 

cause of water pollution in California?

Here are 10 things you can do at home to prevent
stormwater pollution.

1. Never let anything except rain go into storm drains, gutters, 
ditches, or creeks.  

2. Use less toxic household chemicals and dispose of your 
household hazardous wastes properly.

3. Eliminate or reduce your use of toxic pesticides and 
herbicides.  Use less toxic alternatives.

4. Reduce trash and litter.  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.  Just say no 
to disposable plastic shopping bags and food and beverage 
containers.  Bring your own bag for shopping.

5. Reduce your use of fertilizers.  Try making your own compost 
or use slow release fertilizers.

6. Maintain your septic system properly.
7. Pick up after your pet. 
8. Maintain your car to prevent oil leaks and recycle used motor 

oil.
9. Vegetate bare spots in your yard so soil stays put.  
10. Wash your car at a car wash or on your lawn instead of on the 

driveway.  Use environmentally friendly cleaners.  
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Please Report Stormwater Pollution 

 
Call the SLO County Stormwater Pollution  

Prevention Hotline at 
 

781-5544 
 

For more information about the County’s Stormwater Management Program, 
please visit our website at: 

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/pw/stormwater 
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