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HOW TO REQUEST PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIMENT (PPE) FOR FARMWORKERS TO 
PROTECT AGAINST AVIAN INFLUENZA (HPAI H5N1) – ALSO KNOWN AS BIRD FLU 

 
As recommended by the federal Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC) to protect against 
bird flu, the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and the California Department of Food 
and Agriculture (CDFA) are working together to support a one-time distribution of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for dairy farmworkers and others who handle raw milk, as well as slaughterhouse 
and poultry farm workers. Farms, businesses, and organizations that employ or serve dairy 
farmworkers, workers who handle raw milk, and slaughterhouse and poultry workers can order a one-
time supply of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), including the following:-time supply of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), including the following: 
 

• Respirators (Disposable N95 Respirators or Powered Air Purifying Respirators [PAPRs], 

NIOSH-Approved) 

• Gloves  

• Goggles 

• Face Shields  

• Bouffant caps 

Follow these four steps to request PPE from local or state public health stockpiles to protect 
farmworkers against bird flu: 
 
Please refer to the following informational reference documents to help identify the PPE you would 
like to order: 

• CDC Recommendations for PPE to protect from H5N1.  

• Considerations for Selecting Protective Clothing 

• California-specific PPE educational handout for farmworkers in both English and Spanish (see 

attached).  

  
Voluntary use of a respirator is acceptable when there are no confirmed occupational exposures to 
bird flu or other ATD-Zoonotic diseases. Respirator use should be in the context of the employer’s 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2024/s0506-readout-avian.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/h5/worker-protection-ppe.htm
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/niosh/npptl/topics/protectiveclothing/default.html__;!!AvL6XA!2zL6zBs4mwSs0ShOwtfDWq-zyJJMd-i9pMSZ0p_nLfOKg2UvezNFxL5Mv5BI_hWm7ELwmynlT7ZSgw-Dni_mCA$
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respiratory protection program in accordance with the CalOSHA Respiratory Protection and Aerosol 
Transmissible Diseases (ATD) - Zoonotic Standards. Respirators and other PPE must be provided 
and worn when employees work directly or closely with animals or products that are known or 
suspected to be infected with H5N1, with their excretions, and other materials the animal has come in 
contact with. Staff that need to wear respirators must be medically cleared, trained, and fit-tested for 
respirator use.   

• American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) List of Consultants Who Provide Respirator Fit 

Testing Services. To find a consultant in your area, use this link, type in your zip code, and 

select specialty “Respiratory Protection”.  

• When and Why to Wear a Mask has more information about how to voluntarily use an N95 

respirator and other masks, with information about the importance of fit and filtration.  

 
 
Step 1 - Identify the need: 

1. Do you have dairy farmworkers or others who handle raw milk, slaughterhouse workers, 

and/or poultry farm workers at your facility?  

2. How many employees are in regular contact with farm animals, milk, or egg products at 

your facility? 

3. How many of the above PPE items would you need to protect your employees for 30 

days? 

 
Step 2 – Order supplies: 
To place your PPE order, please have one representative from your farm reach out to your local 
Medical Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC). The contact list for the MHOAC program is 
here: Medical Health Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC) system. Please also reach out to your 
local public health department if you have any questions or concerns about bird flu.  The deadline for 
ordering is June 9, 2024.  
 
NOTE: PPE is intended for immediate use and protection to give time to facilities to obtain and 
distribute their own PPE. PPE cannot be returned to CDPH.  
 
Step 3 – Provide the following information to the MHOAC program: 

• Name and shipping address for your facility. 

• Number of employees in need of PPE at your facility. 

• Total amount of PPE needed to protect your employees for 30-days: 

o # of PAPRs 

o # of N95’s 

o # of gloves 

o # of goggles 

o # of face shields 

o # of bouffant caps 

• Contact information including phone and email. 

Step 4 – Stay in contact with your MHOAC  
Let them know once you have received your PPE. Immediately advise the MHOAC if you have further 
needs and/or potential issues relating to Avian Influenza. 

https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5144.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5199-1.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5199-1.html
https://www.aiha.org/consultants-directory
https://www.aiha.org/consultants-directory
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Respiratory-Viruses/When-and-Why-to-Wear-a-Mask.aspx
https://emsa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/71/2024/02/MHOAC-Contact-List-02-08-2024.pdf
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/pages/localhealthservicesandoffices.aspx

